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A motorist hud a close encounter 
with a mvsterv litture that left him 
rearing aliens had landed. 

Mike Skinner is convinced he saw ji 
extra-terrestrial ai me roadside as nc came 
home irom work euriv Monday mominc 
He was drivine alone me A 4 .»> near ine 
(joihcrineion turn-on wnen ne spoiled a 
strange neure in ine neauiignti 
Al lirsi I mouchl n wjs j ncvsian sack or 
iwo poles, like j icmnorarv sum. said Mr 
Skinner. 55 . ol Dcbocre Koad. Bisnop s 
Cleeve 

"Then a suddenix dropped, even moueli 
mere was no wind 

"li seemed 10 oe mine 10 conceal useli in 
me crass verce As I wem pasi. all I could 
sec was inis round late ano mesc huge ears 
li was pinkish-brown in colour 
'I m used 10 Dane in ine dark nv mvself 
said Mr Skinner wnn works lor Moop 
Controls m Ashcnurcn Bui I ve never seen 
anvinmc like mis. li looked like u was sur- 
inc siraicnt ihroucn me window ai me 
"I've never oeen scareu in mv lire bui I 
wa, .ncii i silli pci goose pimples imruine 
aooui ii 

Mr Skinner said ne had since driven back 
10 ine sue dunne daxiicm bui nus noi seen 
anvimnu unusual 

1 he Echo has Deen liotKicd wall sienunc' 
”i unidcnmied ohiecis since LFl> sooner 
Knn barren said ne was seiunc oui lo prove 
wui aliens nad landcu 
Mr barren experienced his own close 
encounter over me A 4 n at Norlhleacn 
He is now ocine iramcu a- a UFO invr«'* 
caior n\ BUFOkA me briush I'F** 
kesearen Association 
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ALIEN waichcrs have 
landed in Swansea. 

hoe a group of UFO enthu 
nuu are logging every report 
oi passing spaceships 

The research group. Global 
UFO Investigation Systems, 
has launched a branch on'ice 
in the cnv. whose job is m 
monitor UFO activity ui the 
area. 

Members sav thev believe it 
is important lor every sighting 
to be reported so lhai u*ev car 
measure how intense UFO 
activity in uie area actuaJIv is 
"It is true thai only one in 
20 ol all UFO sightings 
reported turn out to De the 
ones which are tnilv uniden¬ 
tified and those are me ones 


we are interested in hearing 
about, said a spokesman 
"We are especially inter¬ 
ested in hearing irom readers 
who have witnessed a large 
unidentified triangular shaped 
cran in me area, as this is the 
most trequem ol sightings 
reported nowadays 

"We warn io hear from 
anvone who has had a UFO 
encounter at anv umc during 
their lives or are in possession 
of anv photographic evidence. 

"We are noping to create j 
substantial bodv ol evidence 
in lavour ot the UFO phe 
nomena 

»Tha Swansea branch 
ia available on (01792) 
234312. 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

I3JUN96 
Pafc 10 


Yes, the 
Martians 
are here 


------ • -VUIU IIKC IO 

tnank everyone who has 
responded to my pie, (or 
UFO stghung reports Please 
keep them coming m and I 
will examine al) of them 
carefully and reply io indi¬ 
viduals as soon as possible 
Mosi of Ihe cases involve 
lighls in ihe skv which usual¬ 
ly hover and ih-n move off ai 
incredible speed. Ihese are 
classic” sightings which 
have been reported many, 
many limes since Ihe 1940s 
They indicate the presence of 
crall -nor of ihe earth”. 

My case of the week, 
received on your UFO 
Hotline, comes from Lucy 
Allen of Evesham. What 
starts off as a "lights in the 
sky case ends with a very 
important statement. 

She says: The objects were 
rounded in front tapering off 
at the back and bad no mark¬ 
ings.” Lucy appears to he 
describing solid objects I 

hope she can draw them! 

Philip Green's "mothenhtp 
and scoutships' tighting is 
well documented in UFO lit¬ 
erature and is typical of this 
phenomenon 

There remains one other 
avenue of invesetgatron 
which so far I have not men¬ 
tioned. that of alien abduc- 
lion. This involves a person 
or persons being taken 
aboard an alien crall and sub¬ 
jected to an ollen painful 
medical examination. The 
most common symptoms are 
time loss and amnesia. 
Victims only reveal the event 
under hypnotic regression 
In many reports the aliens 
are described as small and 
gray. 
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Olivia’s encounter 

CAMBRIDGE-bom singer and actr ess Olivia 
Newton-John has claimed her car mi buzzed 
by a UFO in the Australian deaert. 

Newton-John, whose father was headmaster 
of the Cambridgeshire High School for Boys, 
said: “ft was brilliant silver and yet seemed to 
glow with a halo of colours, went at 
tremendous speed and changed shape as I 
watched." 


KEIGHLEY NEW S 

u’ aw; 9i, 

Fapc i 

Experts in 
a scramble 
over UFO 
sightings 

Keighley has been gripped 
by UFO fever over the past 
week 

Unexplained activity in the 
night skies above Keighlev - 
and Britain in general - is at an 
all-nme high. 

UFO experts are monitoring 
developments and sav the RAF 
has scrambled aircralt lo inter¬ 
cept the alien crab. 

The Keighlev News has been 
inundated with calls about 
sightings oi strange objects 
above the town 
The interest was sparked by 
pensioner Ken Ryder who spot¬ 
ted a strange bright light m the 
sky above Morton moor on 
Thursday morning last week 
Jean Mvcts. of Strong Close 
Road, saw an intense bright 
itghl high above Rtddlesden, 
with two vellow lights travelling 
around it in a circular mouon 
Lynda Corduex. Irom Long 
Lee. said her sicp-mum from 
Bridlington watched a gold 
octagonal shape disappear to 
the size of a pin head in a mat¬ 
ter of seconds 

Bnutn s leading UFO inves¬ 
tigator Tony Dodd - who lives in 
Orassuigion - told the Keighley 
News the current amount of 
unexplained activity in the 
heavens is "incredible " 

He added: ”1 have been in the 
business 20 years and this is the 
biggest build-up I have seen 
“This is not pie in the skv. We 
are talking about mangles the 
size of football pitches hovenng 
- jets have been scrambled ” 
However, local astronomer 
Enc Yaffev believes the answer 
to the mystery mav be more 
mundane. He sugyts.s .hat 
many people mav nave seen the 
planet Venus which is extremely 
bright and appears over Morion 
moor at the moment. 

‘There it ■ illuaionarv line 
running down the planet where 
ihe light side meets the dark 
side." he explains 
"Together with the flickering 
effects of seeing through 
Earth s atmosphere - imagine' a 
heat-haze - this can make Venus 
look a vanerv of shapes " 

Mark Birdsall. of UFO 
Magazine, adds "We think 
most of the sightings are of 
astronomical pnenomena. put 
we cannot explain all of them 
Some are not convenDonal " 


WIGAN REPORTER 

II JUL 96 
Face 2! 



UFO Lpdatr i'vics an appe: I this week. 

\St x.ant pro (Hr who have had a recent 
clear sighting of a UFO over Wigan to 
come forward and tell us. 

Pleas* don t b« afraid. Sighting a UFO in 
this dav and ate hasn’t got the *loonv’ tag 
it once had attached to it. Ihe stigma has 
all hut dissolved. 

Once we have a suitable description we 
will gel together with a computer graphics' 
design espen who will re-create the UFO 
on screen using modem dav technology in 
come up with a fantastic likeness of your 
craft Irom vour description. 

The end result will hr amazing. 

If vou would like to volunteer for thb 
unique experiment and have genuinely aeen 
a UFO in the skies above Wigan, and are 
abte to describe it in great detail, contact 
Jon Peake, tel 22*000. 

Meanwhile, a man called Mike from 
Worsfex Mrsnes recounted an incredible 
storv to me earlier this week. 

He was prompted to call after reading 
about Sheila’s encounter with a being in 
her bedroom which appeared In UFO 
Lpdale a fortnight ago. 

His amazing storv u~.lniiv amazing and 
far too romplea and bizarre for a normal 
familv man lo sit down and simplx 
make-up! 

Painful 

Deadlv venous Mike savs he was 17 when 
he had his encounter and it was Ihe mnsl 
frightening and painful experience of his 
life. 

What Mike savs he saw m his bedroom 
all those vears ago was. rather ihan llttlr 
green men. little men - about 2ft tall in 
heighi • dressed in green suits with almost 
’ angelic" laces. 

Mike recalls becoming loialtv paraivsed 
and feeling an fscruuaiing pain at the back 
of his skull where the little men had gath¬ 
ered round as he lav on his bed. 

Ihev went about their business like 
machines. Ihev showed no remorse ul 
causing Mike so much agonv and disap- 
peared as quick as ihev had appeared. 

"I was terrified” said Mike. 

"I have never frit pain like it since and I 
am 44 now. 

"I saw them once more a short lime alter 
that incident and ms dog was harking like 
mad - but I haven i seen them for 27 sears. 

"I don't know what thev were and I 
don't know what thex did in me hut 1 know 
I wasn’t dreaming because I had a heli ol a 
lump on the back of im head afterwards.” 

Who were those ruthless "little men” 
that attacked Mike all those vears ago. 
Aliens..? 

W ho knows? 


Please feel free to submit any material for inclusion in BUFORA UFO Newsfile to BUFORA Newsfile. 70 High Street, 
Wingham. Rent CT3 1BJ. Fax 01227 720774 or e-mail mhudsomiroriontradc.win-uk.net 
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THE Cornwall UFO'Research Group 
has said the village ol Trispen appears 
to be somettung ol a hot spot for UFO 
activity. 

According to its researchers in the vil¬ 
lage, there have been a number of report¬ 
ed sightings since the group was formed 
last year. 

Past sightings have included a silver disc 
and a silent golden ball of light seen hover¬ 
ing over Trevella Woods. While in November 
list year a mysterious cigar-shaped object 
with porthole* was seen by sue people. 
CUFORG spokesman Dave Gillham. of 
Newbridge Lane. Truro, said the iBtest inci¬ 
dent occurred earlier this year but bad only 
just been reported. 

-Two men claim they were listening to the 
car radio at 2am on New Year's Day when 
they nouced three red lights flying overnead 
In a triangular formation. They flew out of 
sight but returned a few minutes later as 
three disc-sbaped objects with multi-* 
coloured lights, flying low over the village. 

"The largest disc, which one of the witness¬ 
es estimated to be about ISO ft wide, hovered 
silenUy to the east of Trispen while the two 
smaller discs flitted around it. It then 
dropped down behind Trevelia Woods for 
three minutes before rising back into view 
again, prompting speculation tbat it may 
have landed somewhere east of Trispen." 

Mr Gillham said the men watched the 
objects for 45 minutes, but "fled home" when 
tyev started to r. ove cior-r. 

Mr Olllham said other people who were 
seen driving past at the time must have 
noticed something strange going on and he 
would like to hear from them. He can be con-t 
teeted on 01072 78381. 


blue.' she says. ‘I was 
completely stunned by 
what I saw. There was this 
object which appeared to 
be quite small at first, but 
then it increased in sue 
incredibly quicky. 

'It was bnlliant silver and 
yet seemed to qlow from 
lime to time with a halo of 
different colours. 

'This thing also went at 
tremendous speed and it 
was moving about in the 
sky unlike anything else 
that I've ever seen oelore. 

'For Instance, It could 
change direction very 
quickly and 

motion- I 

less Uke a 

bright star, before ac¬ 
celerating right across 

the sky. 

It changed snaoe ss I 
watched. It was triangular 
to start with, then rt turned 
into a ball, then it went 
back to its original form.' 

Olivia stood watching 
the object until it soed out 
of sight. She says: Ever 
since seeing it. I've been 
trying to convince as my 


friends that rt 
was a genuine 
UFO. I know 
that it wasn't 
an aeroplane 
because I've 
certainty seen 
enough of 
those to know 
what they look 
like, and it 
definitely 
wasn't some 
sort of a 
balloon either 
because it 
couldn't have 
moved at that 


Olivia stopped the car 
and she and her tneod got 
out and looked around, 
t 'For some unknown 

reason. I peered up at 
the sky, which was clear 

EVA 

22 MAY 96 
l-jgc Id 


speed. Also, 

this object wasn't In any 

of the accepted air lanes. 

'I even checked out 
whether or not there'd 
been any weather 
balloons in the air that 
day, end there hadn't. 

•Before the experience I 
was m two minda about 
whether or not to believe 
in UFOs, but now I'm 
absolutely convinced that 
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QUESTION’ Dld ,h * ■ ncl#n * 

UUCO l Qra#ks o, Romans 

spot any flying aaucera or similar 
extraterrestrial activities? 

THERE la good evidence that there 
have always been sightings of what 
we now term UFOs. For example, an 
Illustration In the Swiss Library In 
Zurich depicts globes of light being 
seen by amazed onlookers above 
Basle on August 7, 1566. 

Perhaps the most Intriguing story 
concerns the Dogon tribe of Mall In 
Africa. Earlier this century two 
French anthropologists spent 19 
years living among them and dis¬ 
covered that the Dogon possessed 
extraordinary knowledge about 
astronomy. They knew of the rlngB 
around Saturn and the moons of 
Jupiter, despite these being rela¬ 
tively recent scientific discoveries. 

Sceptics claim such knowledge 
came from missionaries. The Dogon 
say the Information was given 10,000 
years ago by an alien race that came 
from a planet around Sirius. They 


GARY Steadman's appeal to Chronicle readers who 
have seen a UFO to stand up and be counted has been 
answered by retired nurse Eileen Nightingale. 

‘.’But her description of her UFO differs significantly from 
that of Mr. Steadman who made his appeal after recording 
his UFO on video. •' -fry ... 

VWhile his was a bright light which moved fast and errati¬ 
cally, Mrs. Nightingale says her's hardly seemed to move at 
ail and just faded away to the north. ’ 

Mrs_ Nightingale, 78, a widow, says she saw her mystery 
object several times during a 12-day period which ended last 
Friday. ... , . S£«vy .'X* 

“I was looking through the window of my flat in Summer 
Lane, Barnsley," she sit'd. "When 1 first saw it. It was beau¬ 
tiful. bright and glistening and I was enthralled. 

"The best way i can describe is is like a dragonfly with long 
body, round head and wings. 

“I have asked friends and neighbours if they have seen 
anything but they haven't I was beginning to wonder if it 
had only appeared to me when I read that Mr. Steadman had 
seen something at about the same time and not too far away. 

‘I thought I Should answer even though I don't know if 
what i saw was animal vegetable or mineral. It looked more 
like a giant dragonfly than a spaceship." 


references in Greek and Roman 
writings. The terminology was typi¬ 
cal of the day with blazing swords, 
shields and the like crossing the sky. 

The big problem with ancient UFO 
reports is that few people were able 
to read or write so things weren't 
documented properly. Much went 
by word of mouth and became dis¬ 
torted over the centuries. 

Jenny Randles. Paranormal 
Researcher, Fleetwood, Lancs. 


were reputedly given details of the 
Sirius System, which was not 
formed from a single star like our 
6un. Seemingly the Dogon were 
aware of the detail that only modem 
astronomical techniques have 
begun to verify — including some 
detail our science still has to confirm 
or disprove. 

Almost every ancient culture 
recounts visits by a race from the 
stars. One of the most scholarly 
researchers — albeit rather u n su n g 
— was Sunderland man Raymond 
Drake — whose book during the Fif¬ 
ties and Sixties preempted Von 
Daniken. Drake found various 


DAILY MAIL 

31 MAY 96 

Page 52 


BUFORA UFO NEWSFILE ISSUE 42 - PAGE 2 








BIRMIN GHAM POST 
24 MAY 96 
Page 10 






leaves Gary with 


£*“V . 

_ •- 


UFOs arrive in 
time to watch 
‘X-Files’ on TV 

The X-Files was showing on TV, broad¬ 
casting speculation about alien visits to 
Earth, as UFOs lit up the night sky over 
the Australian Queensland central coast 
city of Gladstone. 

Police Senior Constable Andrew Luhrs 
said he received several calls around 9pm, 
on Wednesday, in the middle of The pro¬ 
gramme, reporting strange lights in the sky 
over Gladstone, some 265 miles north of 
Brisbane. 

An Air Services Australia spokeswoman 
said a rescue helicopter was searching the 
ocean off Gladstone and could have 
prompted some reports. 

The search began after aircraft in the 
area picked up faint noises on their emer¬ 
gency frequencies on three occasions. 

But there were no aircraft reported miss¬ 
ing and the search didn't turn up any¬ 
thing," the spokeswoman said. 

"It appears there was some kind of static 
on the signal. 

It's not something that I've dealt with 
before — it’s unusual." 





on the sky 

-a*-:- -fc.'IRCT -*«•„ 


A QUIETTuesday evening 
last week turned into a close 
encounter of the first kind 
for a Scorguie man. 

Gary Davies saw what he 
describes as an orange glowing 
ball just above the Kessock 
Bridge at around 8.30 to 8.45pm. 

But Gary insists it was NOT 
the planet Venuaihat he saw,.- 
from bis house * at.”>70 
Bainafettack Crescent, describ¬ 
ing the object as being the size of 
a small- bungalow which 
remained stationary. 

And he is not aione in having 
witnessed the UFO - a nearby 
bunch of kids also spotted the 
strange object. 

Gary (25) said: “It was just a 
glowing light. I was outside the 
house to take my cat Patch in for 
the night. We have got a good 
view of Inverness and the object 
was sitting there for three or 
four minutes then it dashed off 
It was orange and glowing. 

“I don’t know what it was but 
it was not like a star. This was 
just hovering there above the 
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No wonder their eyes 
were like saucers! 


bridge. 1 just assumed it could 
be a UFO but it couldn’t have 
been something like a flare 
because a flare falls and this 
was just sitting there. . ~ • 

“It was there for about four or 
five minutes, it was just hover¬ 
ing it was not doing much, just 
sitting there in the air. It just 
blipped, and-pow, it was away. 

- One younger guy definitely saw 
iit ;t- -,v ■*-,.• 

“I'm not into these things but I 
have never seen anything like 
that. I have witnesses as there 
were some kids who tend to 
gather by the watertank behind 
my house who saw it too.” 

Gary said he saw a SECOND 
UFO around 9.30pm - but this 
time he reckons it was the plan¬ 
et Venus, which at this time of 
year is a particularly bright 
light in the Bky. 

“It think it was Venus that I 
. saw a 9.30pm, it was very bright 
and was over by the forestry on 
the Black Isle. My wife doesn’t 
believe me as she was inside and 
didn’t see it.f" 

HIGHLAND NEWS 
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SELEND bar stewardess 
largaret Mellon nearly lost 
Iher bottle when she had a 
close encounter for the first 
time.. U 

■k Margaret (58), 22 Mlfleld 
Terrace, was preparing to go to 
bed around 3am last Thursday 
after watching a video with her 
sister-in-law, Janet Duffy. 

— She had just got into bed 
when Janet, who sleeps with her 
curtainropen, told her to come 
into her room. 

" The pair saw the sky above 
Saline Hill light up - orange. 


tinged with pale blue. They then 
watched in amazement as a mas¬ 
sive craft started to fly towards 
their house. - 

“It was not a meteorite. It was 
definitely a craft of some kind as 
it had flares as if some kind of 
gas were coming out of the bot¬ 
tom,” Ms Mellon said. 

“1 was absolutely flabbergast¬ 
ed and Janet was out for the 
count, because she was so fright¬ 
ened that it was going to hit the 
house. I just wish that 1 had had 
a film in my camera so that 1 
had some evidence to show 


everybody.” 

The strange craft took no less 
than three-quarters of an hour 
to reach their house before it 
flew over the rooftop and disap¬ 
peared in the direction of 
Oakley, she suggested. ' » 

Margaret, who works in 
Steelend Miners’ Welfare Club, 
admits she was reluctant to 
report the phenomenon for fear 
of being ridiculed. 

“I have always been a sceptic 
as 1 have always thought that 
seeing was believing,” she said. 

“I definitely believe now!” 


~ Strange lights 

H OUSEWT.FE Margaret Potts, who b 
at Parkfoot, a hamlet set in oi 
countryside near Lochmaben. has a 
ed.ua to point out that the UFO. with tfc 
bright lights she and her son saw go 
over their bungalow roof, was at 1.55 o 
morning in January, 1981. 

• Mrs Potts, whose account was featu 
.in our special UFO feature last week, i 
recalled a more recent incident when 
and.her husband were awakened by a bi 
of intense bright light one night dur 
-the winter of 1994/95: .V-' -'i ... 

She added: “We both got up and loo 
outside but could see nothing which wc 
explain such strong light coming in throi 
the window". 
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MYSTERY GROWS.O.VER LIGHT IN SKY 


SOMETHING is-out. 
there... “ ' 

Following our story last 
week which revealed that 
more unidentified flying 
objects had been spotted 
in the Chingford area, a 
nearby - resident rang to 
say that she too had spot¬ 
ted something strange in 
the sky. ‘ 

The woman, who lives in 
Chingford and asked not to 
be . named, claimed she had 
seen UFOs in the Pole Hill 
area. . - 

She said: “I don’t want peo¬ 
ple to think l'm mad but 1 
witnessed something very 
strange with my husband 
about three weeks ago. My 
husband called me into the 
garden when he spotted a 
long orange light above him. 

“We thought it might be 
the moon but we went to the 
front of the house and the 
moon was there and the 
orange light was there - it 


^BY- AZRA SYED ^Esxnutrloud exactly what she 


- , was seeing and I was relieved 


was about three feet long ana 
then the strip started to get 
wider and -wider until it 
became a triangle.” 

-The. bizarre sighting was 
made at 11pm and the trian— 
■*.gle-remained in view for- 
more than 30 minutes before 
suddenly disappearing. 'ij' 
.^STIt was the way that it sud-1 
denly disappeared that fasci¬ 
nated me and that was what 
maria me think I had seen 
something really 

strange,”said the UFO spot¬ 
ter. “ 

The sky watcher was fur¬ 
ther surprised when days 
later she and her friend saw a 
star-like object that kept 
changing colour. 

“The star kept changing 
from red to blue to yellow. It 
was too high to be an aero¬ 
plane but this time 1 really 
thought 1 was seeing things," 
said the woman. 

“So I made my friend say 


when she saw the same as 
me. ' *-* 

“We stayed up till 3.15am 
watching it and sometimes it 
moved from the back of the 
house to the side of the 
house.” ' V- - 

The two women were 
unab le to stay awake any 
longer and so could not tell 
how long the strange object 
remained in the sky. 

“I am just an ordinary per¬ 
son who’s seen something I 
can’t explain thats all I can 
say,” added the lady. 

This week Carlton televi¬ 
sion has been filming in the 
local areas where these 
strange sightings have taken 
.place. 

Have you seen a UFO in 
Chingford? If so. contact 
Wal tham Forest newsdesk 
on 531 4141 extension 212 or 
contact Roy Lake who runs 
-.the London UFO studies 
group on 270 9919. 


UFO experts to check 
on spooky green light 


UFO investigators, Contact 
International, have launched 
a probe into the sightings of a 
spooky beam of green light 
shining down from the clouds 
above Abingdon. 

. Police received two calls 
from people who had spotted 
the strange light, which 
shone horizontally in the sky 
before rotating downwards 
towards the ground. 


Mr Bill Foley, an investiga¬ 
tor with Oxford-based 
Contact International, was 
driving along the A34 past 
Abingdon on Tuesday 
evening last week when he 
noticed the beam. 

Now experts at Contact 
International, which com¬ 
piles material on UFOs for a 
worldwide database, is to 
investigate the puzzle. 



OXFORD TIMES 
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Village buzzed by 


by EMMA HARTLEY 

THE Cornwall UFO Research 
Group (CUFORG) says the vil¬ 
lage of Trispen, near Truro, 
has been at the centre of a ser¬ 
ies of mysterious sightings 
over the past few years. 

Silver discs, silent golden 
balls and cigar-shaped objects 
have materialised in the night 
sky - as well as your common 
or garden Dying saucers. 

CUFORG spokesman Dave 
Gillham. of Newbridge Lane, 
Trispen, said: “For me. it star¬ 
ted last October. I was looking 
out over Nancevallan Woods 
one evening at about six o'¬ 
clock and I saw a bright light 
hovering over the treetops. 
After a whUe, it sped off and 
just left me wondering. 

"1 was right in the flight- 


path for helicopters travelling 
to the hospital, but it wasn’t 
one of them because I know 
what they look like. 

“Seeing something like that 
yourself is the only way to ap¬ 
preciate it. If you haven't seen 
anything, then it’s important 
to have an open mind on the 
subject.” , ,. 

Mr Gillham has found him¬ 
self at the centre of a grounds- 
well of interest in the subject. 

“After the first incident. I 
had a meeting with three other 
people at my house to discuss 
it. The last time CUFORG had 
a meeting, it was in Truro at 
the Richard Lander School. 
We attracted 70 people." 

Other Trispen sightings in¬ 
clude a silver disc and a silent 
golden ball of light seen hover¬ 
ing over Trevella Woods in the 


early 1980s. Last November, a 
cigar-shaped object with port¬ 
holes was seen flying in the 
area by six people, who say 
they saw figures inside it. 

Mr Gillham said: “The most 
recent incident happened 
earlier this year, but has only 
just been reported to the 
group. . 

"Two Trispen men claim 
they were listening to the car 
radio at 2am on New Year’s 
Day when they noticed three 
red lights flying in a triangu¬ 
lar formation overhead. 

"They flew out of sight and 
then returned a few minutes la¬ 
ter as three disc-shaped ob¬ 
jects with multicoloured 
lights, which flew low over the 
village. 

"The largest disc, which one 
of the witnesses estimated to 


UFOs 


be about 150ft wide, hoverei 
silently to the east of Trispei 
while the two smaller discs Eli' 
ted around it. 

“It then dropped down be 
hind Trevella Woods for thre' 
minutes before rising bad 
into view again, prompting 
speculation that it may hav 
landed, 

“The shape of the objects 
the manoeuvres they per 
formed and the fact that the: 
flew silently at such a low alti 
tude rules out any convention 
al aircraft or aerial pheno 
mena as an explanation.” 

Mr Gillham would like t* 
collect details of other people 
sighting and said that CU 
FORG has a witness form foi 
anyone who believes they hav 
seen a UFO to fill in. He can b 
contacted on 01872-76381. 


UFO captured on vi 
by Springfield resided 



A SPRINGFIELD man, who has recorded 
two mysterious sightings of an unidenti¬ 
fied flying object on video, has asked for 
expert opinion on his film. 

Sam Page, 1 Eden Place, filmed the UFO 
above Springfield on two separate occasions 
in February. 

“I'm not saying it's a flying saucer 
because I don't know what a flying saucer 
is," he said. "But it's a solid object. I would 
like someone to explain it to me because I 
have never seen anything like it." 

He first noticed the object, which he des¬ 
cribes as a "giant glowing football," after he 
dropped his granddaughter off at her home 
in Springfield at about 7.30pm on February 
13. 

"I was just turning the car and I notice a 
bright light over Cults Hill," he said. "I 
slowed up and stopped and watched through 
the window of the car. 

"It shot right across the length of the top 
of the Cults beyond Cupar and went totally 
out of sight. It took a split second and within 
a couple of seconds it shot back again before 
my eyes. It was still over Cults Hill, but a lot 
nearer and a lot larger. 

"I sat for at least one minute watching it. 

It began to travel directly towards me. I was 
standing leaning on the car roof. It came 
right across the village in a sort of arc and 
came right up in line with the main street." 

He said the object was about 150 ft in 
length and looked like an oblong sphere. 


"You could not actually distinguish a 
metal object inside it," he added. "The glow 
was so dense you could not see through it. It 
was silent. There was no sound whatsoever 
off it." 

Mr Page, a keen amateur wildlife film- V 
maker, went back to his house to get his 
video camera. 

And. although he had no fully charged bat¬ 
teries to hand, he managed to capture the 
object on film for a couple of minutes as it 
hovered over the Falkland Hills. 

He decided to telephone Cupar Police 
Station to report the sighting and they in turn 
contacted police in Auchtermuchty and Fife 
headquarters, but no-one had seen anything. 

Leuchars air base also found nothing on 
their radar and said there were no military or 
private planes in the area at that time. 

Mr Page contacted his brother-in-law. Bill 
Oliphant, who came out with his binoculars. 

"He could see what we saw but saw it 
better," said Mr Page. "You could see a ring 
of red lights around the centre of the ball. 
They were pulsating on and off." 

He said they watched the object for 50 
minutes that night and he then got out his 
Ordnance Survey maps to try to trace any 
places of interest in the area. He found the 
object was probably hovering over the early 
warning radar tracking station at Kinross. 

The second sighting was exactly a week 
later, at about 9pm, when the object was 
seen hovering in the same area. 

Mr Page again filmed it — this time for 


about 15 minutes — and noticed itchanging ., 
shape from a sphere into a ring. • 

"Actually watching it was uncanny," heW 
said. "My wife was getting a wee bit 
scared." <t •• -V’ 

Mr Page, who has served in the RAF, said 
he had never seen anything like it. 

"I have seen pieces of film on TV about 
UFOs. Some of the film they show was very 
similar to that. People either believe it or they 
don’t. I’m not asking people to believe it. I'm 
just showing them what I took." 

He said his sightings had convinced him 
that there was something out there, and have 
since led him to read up on the subject. 

UFO investigator Boh Stewart, of Watts 
Gardens in Cupar, has handed the videotape 
over to Dundee astronomer Brian Kelly to gel 
a scientific opinion. !«• 

"There are a lot of things that need to be 
explained," he said. "I'm convinced that 
tape shows something. I don't know what.. 
but it could be a UFO." 

A police spokesman said they had not *r 
been able to come to a conclusion about Mr 
Page's two sightings. •’ 

But he added Cupar police had received' 
two more reports of sightings within the pest 
couple of weeks which were confirmed by 
RAF Leuchars as being the planet Venus.? 

"It was being seen as a bright light in the 
sky," he said. "The officers at Cupar looked 
through binoculars to see what it might be.- 
They thought it must be Venus and checked 
with RAF Leuchars. They verified this." 
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Mystery 
light was. 
UFO, says 
video man 


SKYWATCHER. Gaxy Stead¬ 
man grabbed his video cam¬ 
era to record what he thinks 
could have been a UFO hov¬ 
ering above Barnsley town 
centre. 

He spotted the mysterious 
bright light as he stood at 
the door of his Bismarck 
Street home a fortnight ago. 
Now he has decided to 
release the film in the hope 
other people who may have 
seen the UFO will come for¬ 
ward. 

His own enquiries to solve 
the mystery have drawn a 
ilank - with RAF bases in 
uicolnsture telling him no 
iulitary aircraft were in the 
Barnsley area on the night. 

West Yorkshire Police 
have also confirmed'that 
the force’s helicopter - 
which has triggered several 
UFO false alarms in the past 
- was nowhere near 
Barnsley. 

The light was too big and 
too bright for it to have 
been a helicopter," said 
Gary. "It seemed to be shin¬ 
ing through the clouds and 
the flight was too fast and 
erratic for a plane." 

The UFO was first spotted 
at around 9.30pm but van¬ 
ished within a few seconds. 
It reappeared a few minutes 
later and was then clearly 
visible for more than 10 
minutes before vanishing. 
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Investigation launched 
after strange beam of 
light seen above town 


UFO investigators Contact 
International have launched a 
probe into the sightings of a 
strange beam of green light ■ 
shining down from the clouds 
above Abingdon. 

’■ Police had received two 
calls from people who had 
spotted the strange light, 
which shone horizontally in 
the sky before rotating down¬ 
wards towards the ground. 

Mr Bill Foley, an investiga¬ 
tor with Oxford-based Contact 
International, was driving 
along the A34 past Abingdon 
on the evening of May 21 
when he noticed the beam. He 
said: “At first I thought it was 
a very small gap in the clouds 
.where the background light of 
the sky was coming through. 

."When I looked away my 
son Liam said: ‘My God. did 
you see that?’ He had seen a 
beam of light shoot down to 
the ground for a split second." 

Mr Chris McClements. 29. 
of . Sherwood Avenue. 
Abingdon, a carpenter, also 
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saw the beam, and he rang the 
Abingdon Herald to say he 
had solved the X Files-style 
phenomenon. He said he 
drove around looking for the 
source of the light and saw 
what seemed to be a laser 
beam shining up from the 
Oxford Lasers building in the 
Barton Lane science park. 

He said: "It looked much 
further away than it was and 
it appeared to be shining 
down rather than going up." 

But Mr Barry Morley, sales 
and marketing executive at 
the company, which makes 
copper vapour lasers for use 
in high-speed imaging, said it 
was impossible for laser light 
to escape from the building. 

He said: “No such thing 
could happen. The tight safety 
regulations we operate under 
sihiply don’t allow it." 

Anyone who saw the light 
can contact Mr Foley on 01869 
244387. or Mr Brian James, 
chairman of Contact Inter¬ 
national. on 01235 851319. 


UFO's have been sighted in 
the sky over Cynon Valley. 

TI 10 strange crnli were spotted bv 
Run Muhagan. who is convinced dial 
she has witnessed an inexplicable phe¬ 
nomena. 

"I have seen die obiccts at various 
limes of die clay and night." said the 4f> - 
year-old mother of three from 
Penywaun. 

Site describes the craft as lieing 
small, silver and moving quite fast. 

Rita also reports having seen ail 
ob|i-cl with many liehts. which weie 
suddenly extinguished. 

"On one occasion 11 ■ ante out ol tin 
• loads .l-.t a somersae.i and then van- 
islicd hack into die i.b-iids. said Rita, 
ol Heol Caradoc. 

Her most frightening close encounter 


was when she was in the bedrooi 
her home and a strange humming 110 
from overhead seemed to fill the him 

"I would like to know if anyone c 
in Penywaun or in Cynon Valley h. 
seen or heard these strange sights 01 
sounds." said Rita. 

In recent weeks UFO's have been 
spotted in the Brecon area, where the 
local newspaper focused on the spooks 
tale ot a ring of bright lights. 

A mother and her two children saw a 
vertical ring of lights approach their 
car. hover overhead and then move 
slowly away. 

But a spokesman for the British 
Unidentified Flyins Ohiccl Research 
Association ilii.lFORAi in London 
said that there had been 110 increase m 
reported sightings ol UFO's over 
Wales in reecnl months. 

• Have you witnessed anv strange or 
spooky happenings in the skies over 
Cynon Valley? If you have, then please 
contact the i'vnon Valiev Leader on 
01685 873136. 
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Reports 
ot UFOs 
battle 
boffins 
at base 


BIZARRE reports of 
UFOs dropping para¬ 
chutes over farmland 
at A col are baffling 
Manston officials. 

Several members 
ot the public contac¬ 
ted the airbase after 
four huge Hercules 
transport planes 
ware spotted In the 
allies on Monday 
morning. 

Large parachutes 
were seen descend¬ 
ing from the green 
monsters, but there 
was no sign whether 
It was an INVASION 
or (ust suppllea 
being dropped. 

RAF Minaton 
officials were unable 
to confirm the flights 
or what the aero¬ 
planes were doing. 

One eyewitness 
said: “I don't knew 
what they ware. 
There were these big 
blobs In the sky and 
suddenly big green 
things started drop¬ 
ping all-over the 
place.” ■{*?•; 
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Nick on trail of Silent Vulcan 



By Peter Sharpies 

believer in the reality of 
UFOs. Now, he says, he 
has irrefutable evidence 
that the United Kingdom's 
air defences are routinely 
breached by extra-terres¬ 
trial craft of unknown ori¬ 
gin. whose technology is 
vastly superior to our 
own. 

The mystery of flight 


UFO author Nick Pope intends to 
get to the bottom of the mystery 
of Flight Number BA5061. 

Eighteen months ago the British Air¬ 
ways flight from Milan to “Manchester 
was "buzzed” by a mysterious V-shaped 
high-speed craft over Saddleworth Moor 
as the crew prepared for their landing at 
Ringway. • 

The bizarre occurrence-has still to be 
satisfactorily explained — but a favour¬ 
ite theory is that the Boeing 737-200 had 
: emerged from a close encounter ’ 

The Silent Vulcan — a UFO which 
{apparently made several well-docu¬ 
mented appearances over the Low 
Countries. 

Last night in Manchester writer Nick 
celebrated the launch of 
his first book. Open Skies. 

Closed Minds, at Water- 
stones bookshop on 
Deansgate. 

He spent 11 years with 
the Ministry of Defence 
and from 1991 to 1994 was 
responsible for investigat¬ 
ing and handling the 
MoD's policy on UFO 
sightings. 

Having started out as a 
sceptic, he became a firm 


WATCH-THIS SPACE — Nick ha# his 

BA5G61 does not appear ir. 
the book, but Nick intends 
to make it a major compo¬ 
nent of a second book 
which is already partly 
written. 

He said:"I would dearly 
like to speak to all the 
crew members and as 
many as possible of the 60 
passengers on board. It is 
my firm belief that if a 
civil aircraft comes within 
a matter of feet of being 


sights on UFO riddle 

blown out of the sky. it 
is a matter of extreme 
defence significance. 

"In ail air miss cases, 
the Civil Aviation Auth¬ 
ority must produce a 
report giving an assess¬ 
ment of the risk but in 
the case of the Manches¬ 
ter flight, the report 
gave no categorisation as 
to the degree of risk.” 

Nick still works for the 
Ministrv of Defence. 
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Venus was 
the culprit 

I READ with interest the 
front-page article 'UFO 
sighted near to college' 
(Lancing Herald. May 17). 

Almost certainly, the 
object observed was the 
planet Venus, brightest at 
the beginnine on May 4 


with it reaching its maxi¬ 
mum north-west setting 
point. 

With darkness falling 
about 9.30pm (BST), the 
planet would come to 
prominence about that time 
and would set around 
11.30pm (BST). This wouid 
i explain the 'UFO' being 
, observed from such distant 
| places as Lancing and 
Somerset and taking a long 
time to traverse the sky. 

The strange •lights' re¬ 
ported by your correspon¬ 
dent would almost certainly 
be the result of atmospheric 
turbulence and 'muck' in 
the atmosphere distorting 
star light — something we 
poor amateur astronomers 
are quite used to! 

Brian Halls, 
committee member. 

Worthing 
Astronomical Society, 
104 Brighton Road. 

Lancing 


THE truth u out there - in Abingdon. 

Strong® happenings have been reported In the 
skies in a spooky echo of TV* The X Files. 

Mystery surrounds the strange Lights aeen m 
the night skies near Abingdon by aeverml people 
Police received at least two calls, from six 
mile* apart, about a beam of light stretching up 
into the air in the victmtv of Culham. 

One caller rang trom Bennsfield. while the 
other rang trom Abingdon. 

An officer already out on an Inquiry was 
diverted to Viilebovs Close, off Hsdland Road In 
Abingdon, but the lights had vanished bv the 
time he arrived. 

One resident of the close. Jason Treebv. 
watched the phenomenon with neighbours 
Mr Treebx 21. told the Oxford Mail's Ox Flies 
desk: “It was at aeroplane height and like a thick 
horizontal beam ot green light and then 
a stnp of light beaming down to the 
ground at an angle of about «S 
degrees. 

' There were su or seven of us and 
we watched It for around 15 minutes 
at about 10 pm. 

•We couldn't see any outline shape, 
just this beam of light, and it 
appeared to be stationary 
"It was absolutely magnificent, 
whatever it was. and very strange. 

Computer engineer Steve Cartmili. 


45. of No ms Close. Abingdon, said: 
"Mv friend spotted It and called me 
outside. 

There was an Intense green glow 
in the clouds. 

"At nret 1 thought It looked like an 
aircraft vapour traiL It was stretch¬ 
ing out to one side as far as we could 
see - it was bright white. 


“It wasn't movir* We were looking 
at it for about 30 seconds belore it lust 
disappeared. 

"Then the bit I thought looked like 
a vapour trail just switched oil. as if 
someone had switched a light off. 1 
have never seen anything in my life 
like if 

Fireman Anthonv Mundy. 36. of 
Vlllebov Close, claims the mvstenous 
object was not a spaceship but a laser 
beam. 

He said: “It held Us position In the 
clouds, stretching for about a mile 
and a hall It obviously came trom the 
ground at some point." 
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Venus 

steals 

lime 

light 

A STRANGE bght in the 
western sky over Edin¬ 
burgh i* not a apace ahip - 
it is a planet. 

Amateur astronomer 
Gerry Taylor, o! Lasawade. 
aaid a apaie of UFO sight¬ 
ing* - which led to the citv 
being dubbed the UFO 
Capital of the world - were 
actually sparked bv Venue 

■Venus a height ai sunset 
is much higher than it's 
been for eight years." suid 
the former president of the 
Astronomical Society of 
Edinburgh. 

'And that makes it much 
more visible. It appears 
brightly like thi* in eight- 
year cycle# and it alwavn 
causes a spate of UFO 
nghtngi.* 

But Mr Tavlor warned 
stargazers that the planet 
was on the wans. 

Imprasshrs 

'It's been on view lor n 
couple of months but im 
coming to me end of this 
years cvcle - it will be bh 
prominent again in anoth¬ 
er eight years ume but if 
you miss it then it won t be 
unal the 23rd century be¬ 
fore it will look as impres¬ 
sive, he said. 

Ron Hallidav. a leading 
ufologist who named Edin¬ 
burgh the UFO capital af¬ 
ter dozens of sightings re¬ 
cently, said: *We would all 
accept that something like 
Venus does generate UFO 
reporta but we are seeing 
other reports that can’t be 
explained by Venus or nat¬ 
ural phenomenon ‘ 

Mr Halllday. chair man of 

Scottish Earth Mvstenes 
Research, said: *My own 
view ib that there is some¬ 
thing Strangs going on that 
can t be put down to nat¬ 
ural phenomenon. 

'Until we have prool, we 
con t aav these are space 
ships from another planet 
orounension.' 

He added: 'All I'm saying 
in that we should consider 
this as a possible expla¬ 
nation.* 
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Now I'm a believer 


T here is a sobcr-suilcd guvernmeni official who 
investigates every reported UFO sighting, 
about 250 a year, and responds to each with a 
letter explaining, more often man not. that the 
suspected Martian cratt seen hovering in the 
skies over some suburban back garden was in fact a 
weather balloon, an unusual cloud, or an aeroplane 
rellecting light in a peculiar way. 

The Ministry of Defence post or Secretariat (Air 
Staff) 2a - otherwise known as the UFO desk - is 
the perfect job for a prosaic pedant who takes plea¬ 
sure in pouring cold water on excitement about the 
paranormal and the unexplained. Perhaps that's the 
sort of person Nick Pope was when he was assigned 
to the post five years aRo. But he has traversed galax¬ 
ies since then. "1 came in as a sceptic and I came out 
as a believer," he says today as he launches his book 
Open Skus, Closed Minds . A Ouvtmmeni UFO 
Lipen Speaks Oui . 

Pope has gone from being the MoD's official “Hy¬ 
ing saucers! Don't be silly!" man. to a leading har¬ 
binger of the extra-terrestrial threat. He believes in 
the probable existence of extra-terrestrial life forms 
and that they visit Earth by stealth in spacecraft whose 
technology far outstrips our own. fie is now being 
dubbed "the real Fox Mulder" utter the ruincouicd 
sleuth who investigates unexplained phenomena in 
the cult TV series 77ie A"FiZm. His book is being billed 
as the MoD's “real X Files". 

When he joined the civil service a decade ago. he 
naturally assumed that he would he "writing reports 
and pushing papers around". The job suited him 
Everything about Pope is sensible, cautious even, 
from his dark jacket and moderate nc to the way he 
speaks. His sentences arc all neat and ordered and 
whatever he says comes out sounding like a well- 
rehearsed briefing. He also seems quite a shy and pri¬ 
vate man. The only time he falters is when asked his 
age. First he says 31, then he says 30. 

After a variety of MoD postings, including a sunt 
working on RAF training policy and another at the 
joint operation centre during the Gulf War. Pope was 
assigned in 1991 to the UFO desk - a post neither 
he nor most of his colleagues even knew existed. 

Superficially, Pope's life remained unchanged. As 
before, each morning he filed with thousands of other 
government bureaucrats into the vast, expressionless 
MoD building. Hunymg down ns labyrinthine cor¬ 
ridors Pope would be seated at his desk bv 9am. But 
from one minute past nine through to 5pm. he found 
himself in what amounted to a parallel universe. 


Nick Pope's job at 
the MoD was to pour 
cold water on UFO 
sightings. But the 
one-time sceptic has 
seen new light. 

By Emma Brooker 

"People came straight through to me on my direct 
line, so my phone could nng and it could be a mem¬ 
ber of the public on the other end saying I saw a UFO 
Iasi night.' Indeed that happened on a daily basis," 
Pope explains. “There was a regular stable of -inter¬ 
esting’ characters who would phone up ofien. 1 got 
to know them all." he savs with a reserved smile. 

"1 look a healthily sceptical altitude to the people 
phoning in. Ninety-live per unit ol all these warnings 
do have conventional explanations, so It's very 
important to keep your tcet on the ground when 
investigating cases." bui Pope never dismissed any 
callers. "1 interpreted John Major's Citizen Charter 
in a full and liberal wav and tell that if people wanted 
to talk lo me. even if their views were very off-beat, 
I would give them a lair crack of the whip." 

And the more he listened, the more Pope was 
drawn into what he now calls The UFO Mystery. "I 
tound that 1 was talking to witnesses who claimed 
they'd been abducted by aliens ... people who were 
certainly traumatised by their experience ... and I was 
having to impound radar tapes from the RAF to see 
if we could track any of these UFOs." 

Pope’s scepticism was being gradually eroded by 
"persuasive" reports, particularly from RAF person¬ 
nel. The turning point - when he actually started to 
believe in the existence of intelligent life “out there" 
- came in 1993. “There was a wave of sightings," he 
says, a glint appearing in his previously calm eyes. “We 
were besieged with calls and I earned out a very 
detailed investigation. We had clear evidence that a 
structured CTaii breached the UK air defences. It was 
seen by dozens of witnesses all over the country. Many 
of them were police officers and military personnel " 


After weeks ol exhaustive research. Pope, in his 
capacity as the Government's UFO expert, reached 
his carefully considered conclusion. Wc checked for 
aircraft movements, but there was absolutely noth¬ 
ing up at the time. 1 think n was an extra-terrestrial 
craft." he declares. 

Pope started iti talk to leading ufologists and 
groups such as Contact International and 
BOFURA. Overcoming their initial hostility and 
suspicion. Pope cultivated good relations with the 
UFO lobby and regularly exchanged information on 
sightings. But Pope found that the more diligently 
he investigated unexplained sightings, the more 
uncomfortable his bosses within the MoD became. 
“I was never actively blocked by my superiors." he 
writes in his book, “but there were times when things 
were made difficult for me; times when I was quite 
deliberately given one-off tasks to divert me from 
a UFO case." 

At this point, the American senes. The X Files. 
started appearing on British TV. By some uncanny 
doppelfianeer effect - ihe son of phenomenon which 
would take up a whole XFiles episode - Pope seemed 
fo be turning into its lead character. Fox Mulder. 
Their blandly pleasant looks arc not dissimilar. The 
family gcckisii. iMuwi iinniw ia Iam4«aa4^#ep» 
-•Iked down Ihe eomdun o< Ihe MoD. people would 
whuilc ihe pro gram m e ’, heunung ihcme lune. He 
even acquired Mulder's nickname. "Spooky". Both 
Pope and Mulder cenainly subscribed 10 Ihe same 
mono. The Ttulh is Oul There. 

“Yes. I do identify with him." says Pope. "I devel¬ 
oped a reputation as s maverick wiihin ttic ministry 
as Ihroukhoul my three-year poning I was increas¬ 
ingly persuaded by the evidence. " His promotion out 
of Ibe UFO job after three years into ihe financial 
planning depanmcnl. is viewed by some ufologists 
as evidence ol a government cover-up. 

Pope dismisses such rumours, but admits lhal a lol 
of Ibe changes he made on Ihe UFO desk ere being 
"quietly undone" bv ho successor. Certainly there was 
a lot ol resistance among some ol his former bosses 
lo ihe publication of hit book. "I look ihe view ihsl 
if ihe generals could wine iheir books on the Gulf 
War. ihen I would write thii book. J think ihe pub¬ 
lic has a nghl lo know whafi going on," says Pope. 

Which is what? Sadly, Pope himscll has never aeen 
a UFO or had a dose encounter rl live in hope.” 
he gnns). Still, he has no conclusive evidence Ihsl 
ihcre is intelligent hie in outer spaec. The real X Tiles 
contain no revelations. Pope s hook, which has had 
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ANOTHER aagla-ayed 
star-gazer net tootled the 
mysterious bright white 
light novenng in the skies 
above Lincoln. 

Keen estronomer 
Howard Wensley said he 
saw the light ebove RAF 
Waddington. 

"I wee out walking my 
dog when I sew the light In 
the sky. I thought It was 
the ptenet Venue which la 
usually visible at this time 
but It looked too big,” he 
said. 

Planets 

"I’ve never seen a UFO 
before but I would like to 
think we are not alone, ft 
would be dreadfully 
lonely. 

"Scientists have dis¬ 
covered other Dianeta with 
water on them so anything 
could be possible,“ he 
said. 

Mr Wensley. of Granary 
Close. Weddmgtun. said 
he had not seen the light 
since teat Thursday but It 
has been cloudy et night 

Over the teat couple ol 
days Echo re soars have 
been calling in reporting 
sightings all over the 
county including Gains¬ 
borough. Lincoln and 
Boston — fuelling 
speculation that ailan 
beings are watching over 
us. 

• Have you eeen a UFO 
In the county or a ghoet — 
or oo you have an expla¬ 
nation tor the current 
sigrmngs? CaN the Echo 
hoOUie on (01522) 640001. 


by JON WHITE 


A STRANGE phenomenon that has 
baffled experts countrywide is 
sweeping Essex. 

Weird sightineH of alien craft are ooominc 
and glimpses ol shadowy beasts uiat stalk 
the countryside are becoming positively 
common place 

And it appears that that teiensual enig¬ 
ma. The X Files, could be to Diame tor a 
sudden supernatural surge recorded by 
enthusiasts. 

According to the Essex UFO Research 
Group, headed bv Ron West, glimpses of 
unidentified craft have rocr.etwra sKy-high 
this year. 

“The sightings have quadruDied. Since 
the start of this vear we have baa in the 
region of 620 . thats not counting tne sight¬ 
ings in the last week.' he revealed 

Ron. who has the entire X Files collection 
on video, savs tne j>opulantv of tne pro¬ 
gramme and publicity about tne unex¬ 
plained could be the answer. 

“It is possibly because people are more 
observant and more aware of the UFO phe¬ 
nomenon and then are looking at the skies." 
he says. 

Numbers attending the groups monthly 
meetings are also on tn«> up. Once again the 
rise could be attributed to the BBC2 senes 
or the release ol controversial “factual* 
films like The Roswell Incident. 

In the last tew davs there have been more 
sightings. 

On Apnl 4 a Witham resident, observing 
that night s eclipse of the moon, saw mrce 
ughts in the skv ana promptly ranr the 
groups hotline to report ms fuming 

Since 1996 began tnere nave been dozen - 
of glimpses ol a triangular set of lights nr.v- 
pnng aoove vanous Darts of tne comm, a 



X Files TV stars Gillian Anderson as agent 
Dana Scully and David Duchovny as Fox 
Mulder. 

phenomenon that appears to be a consist¬ 
ent UFO riddle. 

On Saturday Mr West and 11 of his col¬ 
leagues. held a sky watch in Weetey 
Woods, and reported an organge ball of 
light appeanng lor two minutes at 9.45pm. 

He is convinced they are more than 
mirages conjured up ov viewers worked 
into a fever bv too much Scuilv and 
Mulder. 

“The ones that we investigate all seem 
quite genuine. It could oe related to televi¬ 
sion and we have had a lot ol stones in the 
papers. We haven't had any noaxes thank 
goodness." he said. 

A sDonesynan for the Ministry of Detence 
sair* The X Files was maxing the issue a 
hot ’ooic 


The truth is 
out there 


Numbers of sightings go up and down A 
lew vears ago tnev were up. tnen tnev 
went down and now tnev re up again. Its a 
topical suoicct. Remaps people are watch¬ 
ing The X Files, ne said 

The MoD will send a courteous reply to 
letters concerning UFOs but tne spokes¬ 
man said so far they were no nearer the 
truth ol tne matter 

Meanwhile, dozens of people claim to 
have seen tne shadowy Beast of Essex, 
thought to be a puma, roaming the 
countryside 

^Answers to such mvstenes continue to 
elude us We are left to speculate 

Tk ^ esl wnose »a v °unie X Files episode 
is Ihe Unopened File, has nts own tneones 
for the UFOs 

‘There is a possibility they are space 
travellers but meres also a possibility that 
they are from another dimension. There s 
anotner possibility that thev could be umc 
travellers 

There s one reason whv thev won t make 
con^ci - me numan race is too orutal. he 
savs 

Tnere is another theory, however, that 
tne visitors, wnerever tnev come iron: 
nover above us witn tust one purpose, to 
tune tr.eir aenats into BBC 2 on Monday 
juents in me nope mev can catch Thi X 
rues ana ioin in the tun ol the eternal 

quest tor me 1 mui. 

• UFO outline 017S7 223306 or 22360*> 
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SPECULATION is mounting that alien beings 
could be observing life in Lincolnshire from 
mysterious flying craft. 

Since Michael Citpsham i photograph of a bright white 
light glowing over the Decline oear the Stag’s Head pub tr 
Knaith Park, near Gainsborough, three more Echo reader' 


have reported sightings in the 

Charlie Pollard taw the 
UFO hovenng over Lincoln's 
Arboretum as she was 
walking there with her 
boyfriend one evening 

And Adrian kowiev saw an 
unexplained bright ligra ui the 
sky over his North Hvkeham 
home. 

The laics unhung was by a 
Bonon man. who also saw a 
mvnenous white light. 

But not cvervone believes in 
the alien spacecraft theory 

Ghosts 

James Harvey, of North 
Rauceby. near Sleaford, told 
the Echo he believed there 
was a far simpler extManauou 

''This particular picture 
looks to me like a photo¬ 
graphic hoax vou sometimes 
see in books on tne subject.' 1 

"And if there are other 
people out mere thev could 
lust as easily be puzzling 
about UFOs as our spaceships 
and satelliics pass their 
planets. 

Bui Mr Harvev is certainly 
no manger to unusual 
sightings himself. 

The music teacher has seen 
several ghosis in ms county 
— home. 


Lincoln area and Boston. 


by KaWenne Moran 



THE TRUTH IS 
OUT THERE 


"I once saw a pair of hon 
rimmed spectacles staring . 
me in mv kitenen. lust tioatin 
in mid-air around shouidi 
height.'' he said 

"And when I checked bai 
to see who had lived in u 
house belore me. I found oi 
one of the previous occupan 
was 5ft bin and wore hon 
rimmed gjases." 

Hava vou e*«n a UFO i 
the coumy or a gbost — « 
do yoy 4ieve an exptanr 
tlon tor the currer 
alghflrtpa? Call the Ecb 
hotlina on (01522) 540001 


LINCOLNSHIRE ECHO 

OS JLX 96 
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Ex-Editor’s X-FHe is re-opened 




Alan recalls being 
'gagged' on 

UFO siting 


A FORMER Editor of the 

Haywood Advcrtlxei has 
had a personal X-FIle 
reopened by BBC Televi¬ 
sion. 

A Ilyina saucer story he 
wrote nearly 40 years aeo has 
attracted the attention of a team 
from the BBC1 Ouf of This 
World senes on the supernatu¬ 
ral and other unexplained mys- 
tenes. 

Alan Fitzsimmons came out 
of retirement on Monday to 
relive the events of 1957 ... and 
an tnvestiganon which came to 
an abrupt end when the Minis¬ 
try of Defence brought the Offi¬ 
cial Secrets Act to bear, 
stopping the publication of fur¬ 
ther stones 

Alan retold his story to TV 
reporter Chns Choi and a film 
crew.. . 

Alan said he had spoken to 
between 4U and 50 people, most 
unconnected, who had seen the 
obiect over Birch Hill Hospital. 
Wardle. in February '57 
Alan said: "Their desenp 
lions were exacUy the same. 

"They all said the obiect was 
sphencal with an indentation 
and a smaller sphere under- 
neaih which kept changing col¬ 
our. 

"One of the witnesses was a 
policeman, but he didn’t want 
to tie named because he thought 
It might bnng the force into dis¬ 
repute 

"They just wanted to know 
what It was. We never really 
got an answer although it was 
suggested It was a weather bal¬ 
loon. but everybody who saw it 
agreed It wasn't 
i "We checked on aircraft 
Ifllgnts, and there were none in 
itha area. Thera was no real 
explanation. 


• The first programme 
in the BBC aeries is on 
Tuesday 23 July, and is 
expected to f eature Alan. 

"Then after a few weeks a 
man came iVom the Ministry of 
Defence to see the then editor of 
the Rochdale Observer. Mr 
Harry Tweedale. 

"I was told that under the 
Official Secrets Act it was 
agreed that no more stories 
would be published — although 
I didn't sign anything or agree 
to anything — and that was the 
end of It,_ 

"It's still a mystery to me 1 
think there was something, but 
whether it was actually visitors 
from another planet I don't 
knuw, 1 can't believe it. yet It 
seems strange." 

There is no mystery about 
why the team wanted to talk to 
66-yeare-old Alan 
Interviewer Chris Choi said it 
was one of the few documented 
cases where It could be proved 
a Government department had 
Invoked the Official Secrets Act 
to keep a UFO sighting quiet. 

When the obiect was seen. 
Alan wrote: "For the record the 
obiect was viewed for 16 min¬ 
utes. The night was clear and 

• slightly frosty, but there was no 

,, snow on the hUlstdas^ ; 


"It was quite dark and tl 
obiect stood out plainly agair 
both the sky and the lull (Bin 
HUH. When It moved, the di 
was perfectly steady and mov 
with absolute certainty 
straight lines 
"There was absolutely 
sound as it passed within a ft 
yards of the Fiturns (two » 
nesses Alan spoke to) there w 
no rustle of air. as one mil 
have expected . " 

None of the witnest 
believed in "flying saucet 
before, but after seeing sucf 
strange sight their disbelief I 
been badly shaken . " 

• ABOVE RIGHT: BBC MOunOmoo flobtn Swain, c 
mnd mloromwor Chria Choi bring bock mo mot mo I 
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Under 

My Hat 

Bryan Mosley 
writes for you 
every week 

T HE MOD is pooh-poohing UFOs and 
some of the stories of aliens and 
saucers they read about in their ivory 
towers in Whitehall. 

Which reminds me of a strange experience 
Norma and I had after visiting friends near 
Chorley a few years ago. We left late, and were 
driving home in the dark when suddenly the 
whole area lit up in dazzling white light. 

The birds began to sing but there was no other 
sound apart from our motor. The flash lasted only 
a second or so. but was much brighter than 
lightning. 

The local papers reported it, as many people 
saw it. but it was suddenly all hushed up. We 
weren’t drunk or tired, and we still wonder what 
caused the flash. 
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!s anybody 
out there? 

SIR - Since September last year, 
there have been a number of UFO 
sightings over the Bangor- - 
Anglesey-Penmaenmawr area. 

Some of these local sightings havi 
been quite spectacular and it is 
important that investigative bodies 
receive corroborative testimony 
from other potential sources who 
-may have wi tnessed these events. 

A lot of this phenomena probably 
has a feasible explainstion eg space- 
ebris, meteorites, piaimahiili etc. 

officially, the jury is still out on 
-c Extraterrestrial Hypothesis 
which suggests that we are being 
visited/watched/experimented on 
by interstellar travellers. 

Paradoxically, if the countless 
written and verbal testimony of the 
last 50 years relating to extraterres¬ 
trial encounters was presented in a 
public court, the evidence in favour 
of this hypothesis would be over¬ 
whelming to say the least. 

People are often reluctant to 
report strange phenomena for fear 
of being branded eccentric or for 
fear of having their careers jeop¬ 
ardised. J. st3V.‘ 

This does not have to be the case 
as there arc national and interaa- 
doal civilian networks such as the 
address below, which will treat your 
exp e ri ences with complete confi¬ 
dentiality. "au jj Vi rrserms',: 

You may be a former who has - 
noticed some abnormal mutilations 
of livestock, a policeman who has 
inexplicably lost several hours on a 
nights hi ft or you may just plainly 
and simply have seen lights in the 
sky that do not conform to normal 
flight patterns. • ' ,jniwT o-„ 
Whatever your e x p erien c e , it is 
important that we hear from-you. 

AHERMEDA 
Director of Investigations - 
Global UFO Investigation Systems 
4 Coronation Buildings . jws: 
Ham Road sir si jaoiffr 

East Worthing 
W Sussex 


-_ !.;3--rr 
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SCUNTHORPE EVENING TELEGRAPH 
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THE mystery surrounding 
the strange lights in the 
I night skies near Abingdon 
r has been solved:: ; ,.v 

Scores of people came 
'forward when the Oxford 
"Mail’s Ox-Files desk 
reported the spooky phe¬ 
nomena seen near Culham 
two weeks ago.... 


the half-hour spectacle 
was caused by lasers after 
all. ' . 

Brian James, the 
group’s Blewbury-based 
chairman and investiga¬ 
tions co-ordinator, said 
that initial inquiries had 
revealed no known air 
-traffic movements or any 


Thanks to our publicity,--, laser shows taking place 
a worldwide group of UFO in the locality at the time. 


researchers said it -rec -7 
eived 65 reports from the " 
public describing laser¬ 
like beams tyid green 

lights glowing :> in -the ____ 

clouds. • •" ' r -£demonstration for a cus- 

After an. investigation, toraer. It was carried out 
I the group. Contact. Inter- with civil aviation auth- 
I national, confirmed that ority clearance. ” 


-But after speaking to 
•Oxford Lasers, based on 
the Abingdon Science 
Park of Audlett Drive, he 
sai± "The green beam was 


RETIRED detective John Hanson has ap- 
pealed for iniormaiion from the 
Scunthorpe area to help him solve his 
strancest case to date. 

For ne is iryinc to ouild a comprenensive record 
of UFO signungs in tne recion dunne the 1970s 

Fatner 01 three John (50). spent 27 years in the 
West Midlands lorce. tne last 15 as a detective 

Now he is using his investigatory skills to write a 
cook oased on UFO sightings made by people be¬ 
tween 1974 and 1980 including those in North Lines 

Jonn. wno has set up ms researen centre at ms 
nome in Alvecnurch. said 50 per cent of sightings 
could be scientifically explained ana ne did not be¬ 
lieve in extra-terrestrial life. 

But ne said tnere was a case to be made for an¬ 
other intelligence using Eartn energy to metamor- 
phasise itseli into cloud vapour, bloos ol light and 
otner objects. 

John said he had already received reports of ob- 
lects being spotted, first on June 21 1974 close by 
me Applebv-Frodincnam steelworks in Scuntnorpe 
ana next on November 5 1978 near me coke olant at 
tne lormcr Normanbv Park steelworks 

He now wants lurtner reports and pnotograpns if 
tnev are available 

Tne detective turned Ufologist could have un 
tapped a rich vein in going back to me 1970s m 
bcuntnorpe - tne decade was a real Doom time lor 
UFO sicntings 

In 1977 the towns thch MP Coun John Ell;.* 
pressed the Mimstrv of Delence lor a full inauif. 
lollowing a spate oi mvsterious living obiccts sen: 
in tne skies around ms constituency 

Tne town s strangest organisation the Scuntnoria 
UFO Societv was also active ana paved the wav ir. 
1982 mr a Riddings teenager Phil Wilkinson to m i 
up as Humberside s lirst-ever olncial UFO invest) 
gator 

Anvone with iniormaiion aooul 197l)s sighting.' 
should contact Jonn at 3 Kcddilch HouU 
Alvecnurch B48 7RS or on 0121-447-7091 


THE Oxford Mail’s 
Dx Files desk has received 
further eye-witness 
reports of the strange 
lights which were seen in 
the night sky near 
Abingdon. 

Since our report published 
in Friday. May 24. several 
people have confirmed that 
thev too saw the spookv celes¬ 
tial phenomenon in the 
Culham area. 

The latest reported sight- 


By PHIL CLEE 

ing comes from Catherine 
Dennfald of Abingdon, who 
told us that she had wit¬ 
nessed the laser-like display 
with her son Alien. 

He had spotted the strange 
lights while driving home 
from Tilsley Park sports 
ground in north Abingdon 
where he works as an instruc 
tor. 

"He arrived home and 
called out to me to come 


into the garden.'' said ivu's 
Dennfald. who works as 
a personal assistant to the 
boss of Crowcon Detection 
Instruments on the Abingdon 
Business Park. 

"It was incredible, and it 
certainly wasn't a helicopter 
or aeroplane. 

"The end of the beam 
which was at 45 degrees 
seemed as though it was over 
Didcot. It was a fantastic 
sight." 

Mrs Dennfald added: "1 
wouldn't say I was fright¬ 
ened. but since it happened i 
haven't forgotten it. particu¬ 
larly when it becomes dark." 


• Have you any spookv 
stories about lights or UFOs? 
We’re looking for weird and 
wonderful tales from around 
Oxfordshire for a regular Ox 
Files feature. Write to us at 
the Oxford Mail. Oxford & 
Countv Newspapers. News¬ 
paper House. Osnev Mead. 
Oxford OX2 0EJ. Let us have 
any strange photographs too 
- we will return them n von 
want. 
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